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“I think one’s feelings waste 
themselves in words; they 

ought all to be distilled into 
actions which bring results.” 
 
Florence Nightingale 



}  Is a Call to Action!   
}  It is a message coming from your professional 

association asking you to contact your elected 
officials or candidates to support nursing 
practice related legislation. 

}  Benefit: Raise awareness that you as a 
constituent and a registered nurse are 
concerned about  ____________________ 

 
 



} Communicate: Your position, the 
reason why and ask for support of 
your position. 

 
} The goal is to inform and influence 
your legislator’s decision to support 
the legislation that supports 
nursing practice. 



1. Set SMART goals. In order for a grassroots 
campaign to be successful, you must first define 
what success looks like. To do so, terming goals 
so that they are:   
 

 Specific,  
 Measurable,  
 Achievable,  
 Realistic, and  
 Timely 



2. Create the strategy.  
}  Bridge the gap between goals and 
actions. 

} Your strategy will determine which 
grassroots campaigns tactics will be 
most effective. 

} Develop a small team who can 
collaborate openly to 
develop a dynamic and diverse 
grassroots strategy. 



3. Clearly communicate your 
message.  
} This is the call to action. 
} Know who you are trying to reach. 
} The message must be: 
◦ Simple 
◦ Clear  
◦ Relevant  



4. Use all kinds of media.  
} Send out messages but maintain 
all the related materials on one 
site.  

}   Fact Sheets need to remain accurate 
} Reports of progress or opposition 
} Report if new action is needed  



5. Get fund raising.  
} Funds are needed for  
◦ Supporting volunteer efforts 
◦ Advertising 
◦ Printed materials 
◦ Meeting sites 

} Know how much you need to raise 
and for what efforts 



6. Build coalitions.  
} Seek out like-minded groups that 
are interested in the issue. 

} Need consensus on the goal and 
the overall outcome. 

} Willing to work together. 
} This builds power in numbers.  
} Speaking with one voice.   



7. Organize communities.  
}  Execute your strategic plan to accomplish  
having an engaged and motivated groups 
and/or individuals to promote your issue  
◦ Formal events,  
◦ Opportunities to exhibit 
◦ Social media,  
◦ Group-to-group 
◦ Door-to-door 



8. Engage policymakers. 
}  Find your legislator “Champion(s) 
}  Listen to their recommendations  
}  Elected officials rely on accurate information 

that: 
◦  Describes the issue in understandable language 
◦  Describes your solution 
◦  Describe the individuals effected 
◦  What policy makers are interested in your issue 
◦  What their constituents will say 
◦  Who is going to be opposed 


